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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1 - 34 have been presented for examination based on applicant's disclosure filed 
on 7/14/2003. Claims 1 - 34 have been rejected by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 9 recites the limitation "said transmitted data." Claim 31 recites the limitation "said 
unique brand. 5 ' There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 
Therefore, claims 9 and 3 1 are rejected under the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 1 - 4, 8 - 14, 16 - 18, 21 - 26, 29 - 31, and 33 - 34 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Cheatle et al. (US 2002/0140988 Al). 

As per independent claim 1, Cheatle discloses a method for delivering information 

comprising: 

- identifying a graphic symbol within an electronic image ([0030] - [003 1 ]); 

- communicating said graphic symbol to a database of existing symbols ([003 4]); 

- matching said graphic symbol to one of said existing symbols ([0034] - [003 5]); 
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- transmitting information associated with said graphic symbol to said electronic 
image ([0035]). 

As per independent claim 12, Cheatle discloses an information management system 
comprising: 

- client-side logic executable by a client processor for detecting a unique symbol 
displayed within a visual image ([0030] - [003 1 ]); 

- server-side logic executable by a server for matching said unique symbol to at least 
one of a plurality of stored symbols and returning data corresponding to said 
matched unique symbol to said client-side logic ([0034] - [0035] and [0066]). 

As per independent claim 23, Cheatle discloses a method for automatically distributing 
information to a consumer comprising: 

- registering a unique graphic symbol from a vendor and storing information from said 
vendor related to said unique graphic symbol in a database ([0035] and [0036], lines 
1 - 4), wherein the fact that there is a "tag" associated with a recognized image object 
has been interpreted to mean that the unique object has been registered with 
information stored in said tag; 

- receiving an image of said unique graphic symbol automatically acquired from a 
picture provided by said consumer ([0030] - [003 1]); 

- searching said database to match said image to said unique graphic symbol ([0034] - 
[0035]); 

- transmitting said information related to said unique graphic symbol to said picture 
when a match is found ([0035]). 
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As per claims 2, 13, and 25; and taking into account the rejection of claims 1,12, and 
23; respectively; Cheatle further discloses that said electronic image is obtained by a computer 
readable medium ([0002] and [0010]) or an image capture device ([0017]). 

As per claims 3 and 14, and taking into account the rejection of claims 1 and 12, 
respectively, Cheatle further discloses that said identifying comprises automatically analyzing 
visual data of said electronic image and detecting a characteristic pattern in said visual data 
indicative of said graphic symbol ([0030] - [003 1 ]). 

As per claim 4, and taking into account the rejection of claim 3, Cheatle further discloses 
that said characteristic pattern comprises at least one of : 

- a size ([0030]), wherein size is a characteristic of form; 

- a shape ([0030]); 

- a set of colors ([0030] and [0031], lines 1 - 3), wherein a set of colors is a type of 
encoded pattern that would, for example, distinguish similar recognizable logos. 

As per claims 8 and 29, and taking into account the rejection of claims 1 and 23, 
respectively, Cheatle further discloses searching said database for said information 
corresponding to said match ([0034]) and retrieving said information from said database 
associated with said match ([0035], lines 5 - 9). 

* 

As per claims 9 and 33, and taking into account the rejection of claims 1 and 23, 
respectively, Cheatle further discloses installing an access point to said transmitted data into 
said electronic image and inserting an interface object in said picture, wherein said interface 
object provides said consumer access to said transmitted information ([004 1 ] - [0042]). 
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As per claims 10, 17, and 34; and taking into account the rejection of claims 9, 16, and 
33; respectively; Cheatle further discloses that said access point comprises one or more of: 

- a hyperlink or a web URL ([0034], lines 1 - 4); 

- an applet or application shortcut ([0035], lines 5-9 and [0038]), wherein the linking 
to a web camera is essentially a shortcut to a web camera applet or application; 

- a user-selectable object ([0042]); 

- a pop-up information box ([0039]), wherein it has been interpreted that the 
automatically generated link to a site is a pop-up information box of the site; 

As per claims 11, 22, and 30; and taking into account the rejection of claims 1, 12, and 
23; respectively; Cheatle further discloses that said information comprises one or more of: 

- metadata ([0037]); 

- HTML tags or URL address ([0034], lines 1 - 4); 

- computer logic ([0037]), wherein computer logic is inherent in the associated 
information; 

- an interactive multimedia file ([0038]). 

As per claim 16, and taking into account the rejection of claim 12, Cheatle further 
discloses that said client-side logic comprises image logic for incorporating said returned data 
into said visual image ([0033] - [0034]) and a graphical user interface tool for inserting a user 
access point to said returned data ([0044], lines 8 - 11). 

As per claim 18, and taking into account the rejection of claim 12, Cheatle further 
discloses a client communication interface for transmitting said unique symbol to said server 
and a server communication interface for receiving said unique symbol from said client and 
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transmitting said data, wherein said client communication interface receives said data 
transmitted by said server ([0065] - [0066]). 

As per claim 21, and taking into account the rejection of claim 12, Cheatle further 
discloses that said client comprises one or more of: 

- an image capture device ([0017]); 

- a personal computer ([0002] and [00 1 0]); 

- an application server in communication with one of said image capture device and 
said personal computer ([0065] - [0066]). 

As per claim 24, and taking into account the rejection of claim 23, Cheatle further 
discloses that said image is automatically acquired at a device of said consumer ([0019], lines 1 
- 2). 

As per claim 26, and taking into account the rejection of claim 23, Cheatle further 
discloses creating said unique graphic symbol using a characteristic pattern, wherein said 
characteristic pattern comprises at least one: a size; a shape; and a color scheme ([0042]), 
wherein icons and logos are unique graphic symbols of characteristic patterns comprising sizes, 
shapes, and colors and it is obvious that the unique icons or logos would be created by the 
respective vendor or logo owner before they are to be used 

As per claim 31, and taking into account the rejection of claim 23, Cheatle further 
discloses extracting said image of said unique brand from said picture using code accessible by 
said consumer ([0056], lines 1-8). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 5-7, 15, 19, 20 27, 28 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cheatle et al. (US 2002/0140988 Al) in view of Bollman et al. (US 
5,978,519). 

As per claims 5, 15, and 32; Cheatle discloses the information management system and 
methods of claims 1,12, and 31; respectively. However, Cheatle does not explicitly disclose an 
application-and method for cropping said graphic symbol from said electronic image prior to said 
communicating. 

Nevertheless, in an analogous art, Bollman discloses an application and method for 

* 

cropping a graphic symbol from an electronic image (column 1, lines 54 - 58). 

* 

Thus, it would be obvious to incorporate Bollman's teaching into Cheatle's invention to 
automatically crop a graphic symbol from an electronic image prior to use of the symbol, 
because Cheatle' s invention exhibits characteristics of cropping a symbol from an image when 
the symbol is to be analyzed [0056, lines 1 - 8]. The cropping would be an innate step to help "to 
identify areas of bar code and to provide corresponding output," as disclosed by Cheatle. In 
addition, in order to identify the specific area of the barcode or icon, the image coordinates 
would have to be mapped in a similar fashion as would be performed by cropping the image. 
Therefore, cropping of the desired areas of the image would assist in determining the exact 
location of the symbol and would assist in the ability to eliminate noise and enhance the visibility 
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* 

of the symbol for communicating and matching in the database. Also, it would be beneficial to 
automatically crop the symbol in order to expedite the process (Bollman, column 1, lines 48 - 

50). 

As per claims 6 and 27, Cheatle discloses the methods of claims 1 and 23, respectively. 

■ 

However, Cheatle does not explicitly disclose checking said communicated graphic symbol for 
visual anomalies or distortions and altering said visual anomalies prior to said searching or 
matching. 

Nevertheless, in an analogous art, Bollman discloses checking a graphic symbol for 
visual anomalies or distortions; and altering said visual anomalies or distortions (column 2, 
lines 1 - 5 and column 4, lines 60 - 64). 

Thus, it would be obvious to incorporate Bollman's teaching into Cheatle's invention to 
check for and alter any visual anomalies or distortions, because the use of an image analyzer of 
Cheatle's invention to identify the recognizable objects of an image would require an ability to 
interpret said recognizable objects in light of visual anomalies, otherwise the analyzer could not 
function correctly to identify objects, and the entire invention would be useless. Thus, in order to 
identify objects in images that include visual anomalies or distortions, one would want to 
enhance the image to eliminate noise and other anomalies and distortions that would interfere 
with the matching. 

As per claims 7 and 28, Cheatle and Bollman substantially disclose the methods of 
claims 6 and 27, respectively. In addition, Bollman further discloses checking a graphic object of 
an image for visual anomalies and altering said visual anomalies comprising one or more of: 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 9,225 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2179 

- distortion and noise (column 2, lines 1 - 5 and column 4, lines 60 - 64), wherein 
image distortion is attributed to noise and elimination of said noise and effective 
image enhancement alters the distortion; 

- blur and contrast (column 2, lines 1 - 5), wherein the process of image enhancement 
effectively includes the improvement of the image due to blur or contrast; 

- brightness (column 2, lines 1 - 5 and column 3, lines 35 - 43); 

- perspective, orientation, and size (column 2, lines 1 - 5), wherein adjusting the 
dimensions would alter the perspective, orientation, or size. 

As per claim 19, Cheatle discloses the information management system of claim 12. In 
addition Cheatle discloses a search application for searching said plurality of stored symbols for 
a match and an error checking application for checking for errors during execution of said 
search application ([0034]), where it is interpreted that the fact that the database is interrogated 
during the searching means that the process would check for the validity, and thus errors, of the 
potential matches. However, Cheatle does not explicitly disclose a graphics application for 
repairing defects in said detected unique symbol. 

Nevertheless, in an analogous art, Bollman discloses a graphics application for repairing 
defects in a detected graphic object of an image (column 2, lines 1 - 5 and column 4, lines 60 - 
64). 

Thus, it would be obvious to incorporate Bollman's teaching into Cheatle' s invention for 
the same reasons as disclosed in the rejection of claims 6 and 27. 
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As per claim 20, Cheatle and Bollman substantially disclose the information 
management system of claim 19. In addition, Cheatle farther discloses an image manager for 
managing execution of said server-side logic on said server ([0065] - [0066]). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the applicant's 
disclosure. The cited documents represent the general state of the art. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric A. Wiener whose telephone number is 571-270-1401. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 9am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Weilun Lo, can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Eric Wiener 
Patent Examiner 
A.U.2179 





